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GIVING TUESDAY 2022: BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE
In 1992, our founder Jo Ann McGowan met with young Georgian
cardiologist Dr. Irakli Metreveli, and the idea of a pediatric
cardiac clinic in Tbilisi was born. With the support of generous
donors and committed volunteers, 30 years later our mission to
build a world where all children and mothers with lifethreatening conditions are cared for by local skilled healthcare
professionals remains strong. Our goal is to raise $23,000 by
2023. Here's how your donation helps us achieve our mission:
Monthly donation
$200 per month sponsors a volunteer medical trainer to
provide two weeks of training to local medical staff
$100 per month supports a day of training for up to 20
physicians and nurses
$50 per month funds a month supply of medicine for pediatric patient visits
$20 per month provides a month of pediatric patient visits for children in need
One-time donation
$1,000 helps sponsor a volunteer to provide training to local medical staff
$500 supports one training module for local physicians and nurses
$100 funds a month of PPE for various hospital units
$50 provides medicine for one pediatric patient
$20 helps cover the cost of one pediatric patient visit

GLOBAL HEALING WELCOMES A NEW BOARD
MEMBER: DR. ERMELINDA PORPIGLIA
Ermelinda Porpiglia is a tenure-track Assistant Professor
at Aarhus University and an Associate Fellow at the
Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies (AIAS). Her
laboratory develops and tests immunotherapies to boost
skeletal muscle regeneration in response to traumatic
acute injury or in chronic conditions such as aging and
muscular dystrophy. Dr. Porpiglia’s work has been
published in top scientific journals, including Nature
Medicine and Nature Cell Biology. She received
international awards for her research and leadership.
Dr. Porpiglia holds a Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences from the University of Massachusetts
Medical School, and she received postdoctoral training at Stanford University. Dr.
Porpiglia is a Global Health advocate who is passionate about bridging the healthcare gap
in developing countries and using emerging technologies. She is the past president of the
Palo Alto Chapter of the Association for Women in Science and currently serves on the
Stanford Women on Boards. Dr. Porpiglia is excited to join Global Healing's Board.

DR. MANDEGARI MAKES STRIDES IN
INFECTION CONTROL & HAND HYGIENE
Each year, hundreds of millions of patients around the world are affected by health careassociated infections and hand hygiene improvement programs can prevent up to 50% avoidable
infections (Hand hygiene, who.int). In May 2018, Global Healing conducted a study and found
Public Hospital Roatán's hand hygiene compliance was at a dismal rate of 3.9%.
With the hard work and determination of Dr. Elham Mandegari, in less than a year and funding
from the Izumi Foundation, hand hygiene compliance reached a rate of 64% among hospital staff.
Despite water shortages, this has been an important indicator demonstrating the success of Dr.
Mandegari's training program, which trained over 240 nurses, 60 doctors, 10 lab technicians and
two social workers who in turn taught over 100 patients in basic hand hygiene practices.
This infection control training program was expanded and redirected in the wake of the COVID
pandemic. Dr. Mandegari developed new protocols regarding care for COVID-19 patients to be
implemented not only at Public Hospital Roatán, but at all hospitals and clinics on the island.
Elham Mandegari, MD, is an Infectious Disease specialist with an extensive practice on Roatán
and long training experience in infectious disease work. Dr. Mandegari completed fellowship
training in Infectious Diseases at St. Jude’s Hospital in Memphis, TN, as well as in HIV programs at
Cornell University in New York, and the Hospital Emilio Ribas in Brazil. She has subsequently
worked as Coordinator of Infection Prevention and Control Program in Oncology at the Hospital
Escuela of Honduras in collaboration with St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, and has also been the
principal consultant for the 2012 Review of National Pediatric Guidelines for the management of
HIV/AIDS for Honduras.

FRIENDS OF DR. ERIC SCHER MOBILIZE FOR NEWBORNS
Jaundice happens when bilirubin builds up in the baby's blood, causing
yellowing of the skin and whites of the eyes. Most newborn babies have
mild jaundice that is harmless. But in rare cases, bilirubin levels can be
very high and may cause brain damage (www.healthychildren.org).
Bilirubin phototherapy beds are used to treat newborns for jaundice.
Five bilirubin beds were donated by Marin Health Medical Center with
the help of the nursing director of the Women, Infants, and Children
unit, Anne Lupus. The devices were transported by Dr. Amy White
Hockenbrock, a family care practice physician from Berkley and friend
of Dr. Scher, Keturah Prescott. The Public Hospital Roatán did not have
any other working phototherapy lights to treat this condition, so this
donation served a critical need that would help families and their
newborns in Roatán.

A LOOK BACK AT JAMC AND LOOKING FORWARD TO BUILD FOR A BETTER FUTURE

Who knew that the vision that Jo Ann McGowan and Dr. Irakli Metreveli had in 1992 for a
pediatric cardiac center would also lay the foundation for the region's first pediatric oncology
center. With the hard work and determination of the Hospital staff, partners including USAID,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Department of Global Pediatric Medicine, and European
University of Georgia, the JAMC - now the Jo Ann University Hospital - is poised to build for a
better future and expand their work in saving lives of children all across Europe.

HOSPITAL STAFF RECEIVE NEWBORN DIAGNOSTIC TRAINING
In May 2022, Dr Nehali Mehta, a UCSF Pediatric Neurology
Fellow, presented a newborn neurological exam training via
Zoom to the pediatric, ER, and nursing staff at the Public
Hospital Roatán. It was attended by 12 hospital staff members,
as well as staff from nearby Clínica Esperanza. It was very well received and beautifully presented
by Dr Mehta. Dr. Eric Scher is planning on presenting more pediatric education seminars both in
person at the Public Hospital as well as online.
Volunteer nurse Barbara Jean Stowe also educated the staff on risk factors for newborn
hypoglycemia and demonstrated how to use the glucometer to check an infant’s glucose level.
There were many outstanding questions presented by the Honduran staff. Global Healing and Dr.
Scher have been providing glucometers and testing strips for this diagnostic to be implemented.

MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO:
BUILDING FOR A BETTER FUTURE
Our Winter 2022 newsletter highlights the amazing work of
our tireless volunteers as well as the generosity of our
donors. In October, Global Healing celebrated International
Infection Prevention Week and Global Handwashing Day by
recognizing the important work that Honduran infectious
disease specialist Dr. Elham Mandegari has done to
improve conditions at the Public Hospital of Roatán and
our Roatán Volunteer Pediatric Clinic. It was no small feat
to increase hand washing compliance in the hospital from
3.9% to 64% in less than a year, especially when running
water is a scarce commodity! Dr. Mandegari has had to be
creative in the training over 200 hospital staff members, as
well as plan ahead for the training of future staff by nurse
leaders. She is also currently working on a proposal to
improve pediatric care and expand infection control
training beyond the public hospital to other clinics and
health centers on the island. Thank you for all that you do,
Dr. Mandegari!
I would also like to personally express my appreciation to
Supinda Sirihekaphong, who has returned to Global
Healing as a fundraising and marketing contractor, and to
Kaitlyn Iglesias, our wonderful intern who has taken our
social media posts to the next level. Supinda and Kaitlyn
have been instrumental in outreach and keeping our
supporters informed of all the work Global Healing is
currently undertaking.
And then, of course, there are all of you. Global Healing is
particularly grateful to one anonymous donor of $10,000!
Contributions such as these directly improve the quality of
healthcare given to children and mothers at our various
program sites. We could not do this without you!

Sarah Fernández, Global Healing
Chief Executive Officer

Contributions from
DONORS LIKE YOU,
directly improve the
quality of healthcare
given to children and
mothers at our various
program sites.
We could not do this
without you!
On behalf of our board
and staff,
THANK YOU!

With the strong foundation of our donors, volunteers, partner program sites and staff, we're
excited to BUILD FOR A BETTER FUTURE and hope you'll continue to join us and consider giving
towards our End of the Year Giving Tuesday campaign. We've set an ambitious goal of raising
$23,000 as we enter 2023! Any amount helps towards our work in helping women and children
have access to quality healthcare, but please consider making a monthly recurring donation.
Sincerely,

www.GLOBALHEALING.org
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