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JOHNNY SANSONE BENEFIT CONCERT RAISES FUNDS FOR ROATÁN KIDS
Congratulations and a big thank you to Dr. Eric Scher,
dedicated volunteer nurse Barb Stowe, Johnny
Sansone and everyone who attended and donated
towards our benefit concert on August 20, 2022 at
Grand Central Cafe in Petaluma, CA.
Together we raised over $9,000. The proceeds will go
towards a fellowship program that provides fair pay
and training to young Honduran doctors. “I have a
strong desire to merge music and humanity, to
engage and bring people together to help make a
difference in the world,” Dr. Scher said.

Johnny Sansone, New Orleans
blues & zydeco musician

GLOBAL HEALING APPOINTS A NEW CEO:
SARAH FERNÁNDEZ, PHD
Global Healing is happy to announce Sarah Fernández as
the new Chief Executive Officer. Sarah holds a PhD in
Geography and has taught various classes at UCLA and
California State University, San Marcos. Her academic
work and interests have primarily been in political ecology,
which examines how sociopolitical and environmental
issues interconnect, and how power relations have a
bearing on these issues.
After a few years of lecturing, Sarah decided to enrich her work experience by accepting a
position as Program Manager at Global Healing in 2015. She was attracted to Global
Healing’s mission of improving the quality of health care by working with local partners in
assessing clinical training needs and working collaboratively to devise solutions that
made sense within local contexts. Sarah was especially interested in Global Healing’s
rejection of the “white savior” type of work that can characterize some nonprofits,
particularly in global health and development fields. Global Healing’s commitment to
equity and sustainability in public health is something that Sarah has taken to heart and
will plan to further expand during her tenure as Executive Director.

"As Executive Director, I look forward to continue working
with all our partners to maintain core programs, which so
many children and families depend on, to reestablish prepandemic volunteer programs where possible, to rebuild
employee capacity where appropriate, to look for new
opportunities to employ our resources and expertise, and
of course, to maintain and grow funding."

GLOBAL HEALING WELCOMES BOARD MEMBER
DR. ERIC SCHER
Dr. Scher has volunteered with Global Healing for over
two decades. As one of the founding pediatricians of the
Roatán Volunteer Pediatric Clinic (RVPC), he has
committed to not only providing supervision as the RVPC
Volunteer Medical Director, but has worked to reinstitute the Global Healing Fellow Program
at RVPC. This program gives new Honduran doctors the opportunity to gain a year of practical
experience in a medically diverse public hospital, enhancing their skills to be the best
qualified physicians within their own country.
Dr. Scher is Board Certified in Pediatrics by the American Board of Pediatrics and currently is
the Pediatric Hospitalist/ER Consultant at Sutter Novato Community Hospital. He developed
and directed the Pediatric Hospitalist Program at Marin General Hospital and the Pediatric
After Hours Clinic and provided care as a UCSF Pediatric Critical Care Transport Physician.

Thank you Dr. Eric Scher for
your years of service to Global
Healing and the children of
Roatan Volunteer Pediatric
Clinic in Honduras!

Jo Ann Medical Center has officially partnered with the European University of Georgia to
become the first University-associated hospital in Georgia. Jo Ann Medical Center has been
renamed Jo Ann University Hospital (JAUH). It is important to note that despite the
partnership, Jo Ann University Hospital remains an independent nonprofit entity.
The European University of Georgia is an excellent partner for JAUH, as both share a similar
vision in their commitment to improve the medical outcomes in Georgia and establish quality
care through proper medical education. Sharing resources with the University, JAUH now has
the possibility to grow much faster, add multidisciplinary branches, train and employ medical
personnel and become part of significant research and educational networks.
JAUH is expanding rapidly because of this partnership and has already seen major benefits,
including purchasing adjacent land and exterior landscaping and road work. Most
importantly, funds from the European University of Georgia were mostly used to cover JAUHs
outstanding loans and liabilities.
JAUH continues to move forward in building the first comprehensive pediatric oncology
facility in the region with the generous grant from USAID administered by Global Healing. The
project has gained very good momentum and is making significant leeway, especially with
Global Healing's decision to completely writing off the $1 million no-interest loan and turning
it into a grant.
With the support of all our partners, JAUH is on the path to recovery from the time lost due to
the pandemic and other political reasons. We look forward to more growth and successes in
bringing high quality health care to our patients.

GLOBAL HEALING WELCOMES BOARD MEMBER: MERLE MCQUEEN
Global Healing is excited to have Merle McQueen as a Board
Member. Merle was instrumental in the early years of Global
Healing. It was Merle who introduced our founder, Jo Ann
McGowan to Georgia to help establish the country's first pediatric
cardiac hospital. Merle connected Jo Ann McGowan with Dr. Irakli
Metreveli, the founder of the Jo Ann Medical Center in 1992.
Global Healing was established after Jo Ann went to Georgia and
fell in love with the project and the people. Merle and Jo Ann
organized many shipping containers of hospital equipment and
supplies to furnish the hospital.
Merle has a passion for helping improve healthcare services to under-resourced populations
and worked for Kaiser Permanente for 28 years prior to retirement in 2012. Merle continues
to travel abroad extensively to help improve health and wellness worldwide.

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT:
EMERGING STRONGER FROM THE PANDEMIC
When the pandemic struck in March of 2020, the
Board knew our planned major fundraising effort was
likely doomed to fail. After considering several
options, the Board decided the best course was to
focus solely on supporting our long-term partners
through the pandemic, which included the Jo Ann
Medical Center (JAMC), the sole cardiology/cardiac
surgery hospital for children in Georgia, named in
honor of our founder, Jo Ann McGowan
(www.joann.ge); and a pediatric clinic, Roatán
Volunteer Pediatric Clinic (RVPC) in the Bay Islands of
Honduras, founded early in the millennium by several
Global Healing volunteers.
Since the pandemic hit, Global Healing has sent
donated and purchased medical supplies to the Jo
Ann Medical Center (JAMC) in Tbilisi, Georgia,
including tens of thousands of surgical masks and
blood donation and storage equipment. We also
continue to administer a large USAID grant to build
Georgia’s first pediatric oncology center, in
partnership with St. Jude Children’s Hospital.
Recently, we forgave a $1 million loan to the JAMC,
which was used to upgrade facilities. The forgiveness
facilitated a merger with the European University and
became the Jo Ann University Hospital (JAUH), a
teaching facility for the University’s medical school,
the first University-associated hospital in Georgia.
We’ve sent needed infection control supplies to the
RVPC, as well as CPAP machines to help premature
infant breathing. Within the last year, we’ve hosted a
series of concerts that fund our pediatrician training
programs at RVPC.
This year Dr. Eric Scher, a RVCP founding pediatrician,
joined our Board, as well as Merle McQueen, who
helped Jo Ann McGowan raise funds to establish the
JAMC. Most recently, the board appointed Dr. Sarah
Fernandez, our Program Director since 2015, to
become the organization’s next CEO.

Jim MacPherson, Global Healing
Board President

With your support,
Global Healing’s
programs in Georgia,
Honduras, as well as
medical training
programs in Haiti,
Vietnam, Moldova and
throughout Latin
America, have helped
save lives of hundreds
of thousands of
children in need.
With hundreds of
volunteers and donors
over the years, your
contribution made a
difference!
On behalf of our
volunteer board,
THANK YOU!
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